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“This is the most important room in the factory!” he 
said. “All my most secret NEW inventions are cooking 
and simmering in here.” —Willy Wonka

Story ideas can begin anywhere. For example: 
interesting things you see; dreams; inventions you’d like 
to create; delicious (or gross) flavors; things that make 
you happy or angry; interesting places; fascinating facts; 
intriguing photographs; conversations you overhear; 
books, films, and plays. The possibilities are endless!

Write or doodle what comes to mind as you read the 
above examples. Then think more about why you  
wrote something. 

Characters make story ideas come to life. Think 
of an interesting person you have met—or whom 
you would like to meet. This can be a real 
person—or an imaginary person!

To develop a character, write or doodle 
important details about this person, starting with: 

• What is their appearance?

• Where do they live?

• How do they communicate?

•  Do they have a special talent or distinct 
personality?

Coming Up With Story Ideas
Educational Materials       Reproducible
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Activity

Roald Dahl was a creator of very fun and memorable 
words in his stories. Diddly, fizzwiggler, and 
rommytot are just a few examples you can find in  
his books.

What wonderful words will be in your story? Start by 
thinking of a favorite word. Or one that you just like. 

•  Where have you heard the word? Why do you like it?

•  Pick an exciting word from one of Roald Dahl’s 
stories that you have read. Think about this word, 
and reread where it came from. Is it something that 
you could use in a story idea?

• Make up your own word! Think big and fun!

The setting of a story is where it takes place. If you 
could take a picture of your story idea, how would 
you describe where it is? Write or doodle details, 
such as:

• Is it in a country, a city, an imaginary world?

•  When does it take place? Is it the past, the 
present, or the future?

• What’s the weather like?

•  What’s the environment? Is it inside a rainbow,  
a toy store, a forest?

WELCOME TO  
WONKA’S IDEAS FACTORY!
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Roald Dahl’s stories often started as tiny ideas scribbled into his 
beloved “Ideas Books.” These little ideas would later become the 
stories, characters, and imaginative worlds featured in Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda, The BFG, and many more. 
Inspiration for a story idea can come from anywhere. Visit the 
rooms of Wonka’s Ideas Factory below to help stir up ideas. Write 
or doodle them on separate paper or in your writing journal. Don’t 
be afraid to let your imagination run wild!
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Coming Up With Story Ideas Make a Story Idea Imaginormous
You can make a story idea Imaginormous by adding special details to create new excitement and interest.

Roald Dahl did this a lot. When you read his books, you’ll find that his descriptions and dialogue are full of fun  
twists and turns.

Try it yourself by visiting the Twist-and-Turn Tumblers below. Here’s what to do:

1. Look for ideas you wrote or doodled in Activity 1.

2. Read each of the three Tumblers below.

3.  Apply one of the Tumblers—or a mix of more than one—to a story detail. Write your new idea on  
separate paper.

4. How does the idea sound now? Is it Imaginormous?
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SURPRISE HUMOUR INVENTION
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Add something unexpected  
to a character or a place  

in an idea.

 Tip: Think about a secret  
that is revealed in the plot of 

your story idea.

“There are a whole lot of 
things in this world of ours 

you haven’t started wondering 
about yet.”—From James and 

the Giant Peach

Add a humorous or  
outlandish detail to an idea. 

Tip: Does it make  
you laugh? 

“A little nonsense now  
and then is relished by  

the wisest men.”  
—From Charlie and the  

Great Glass Elevator

Add a sprinkle of magic to 
your story idea.

Tip: Anything is possible  
with magic.

“He’s a magician with 
chocolate!”—From Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory

MAGIC-O-METERLAUGH LIFTERSURPRISE SWISHER

Twist-and-Turn Tumblers
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NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Enter between 29 January, 2019, and 16 April, 2019. Open to residents of Australia, who are ages 5–12 at time of entry. Void where prohibited or restricted 
by law. Entries will be judged on creativity and imagination. Winners will be chosen from all eligible entries received by the entry deadline. See Official Rules at imaginormousaustralia.
com for terms and conditions.

© RDSC 2019

Willy Wonka, the world’s most renowned confectionery 
inventor, is on a special mission to discover new  

and amazing story ideas from kids across Australia!

Your story idea could make you  
a GOLDEN TICKET winner!

Educational Materials     Reproducible  

Take-Home

Visit the website for more details and for Terms and Conditions.

“Tremendous things are in store for you!  
Many wonderful surprises await you!”
—   Willy Wonka from Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory

Mr. Wonka will transform the 
 winning story ideas into extraordinary 

creations beyond anyone’s wildest 
dreams, from:

to a short publication with the  
help of Penguin Random House

  
to a theatrical creation with the  

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  
theatrical team …and more! 

• Trips to Sydney

• Five runners up Dahl book 
packs to win

HOW TO ENTER:
Write and submit  

100 words outlining your  
idea for the most  

imaginative, unusual,  
fantastic story you can think of.

No idea is too crazy.

Don’t imagine small, 
IMAGINORMOUS!

 Give your 100-word story  
idea to your teacher or to  

your parent to send to  
Mr. Wonka!

Roald Dahl’s Imaginormous Challenge Australia 20193
Activity

Calling all parents: Willy Wonka is searching for inventive story ideas 
from kids across Australia in his pursuit of GOLDEN TICKET winners,  
who will be rewarded beyond their wildest imaginations!

In school, your child has been learning how to create fun and dynamic  
story ideas by studying Roald Dahl, author of beloved stories such as Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda, Fantastic Mr. Fox, and The BFG.

We hope you encourage your child to submit their best  
100-word story idea to Mr. Wonka!

Visit imaginormousaustralia.com with your child to enter the contest.

CONTEST DEADLINE: 16 April, 2019
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Visit imaginormousaustralia.com to enter!
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Willy Wonka
is looking for story ideas  

to turn into magical 
creations beyond your 

wildest dreams!

Every MAJOR PRIZE WINNER gets to 
see Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

the musical IN SYDNEY!

All it takes is 100 words or less!

Get inspired by reading more from the 
amazing world of Roald Dahl.

Educational Materials Poster and Teaching Guide

       

Roald Dahl’s Imaginormous Challenge Australia 2019


